
Bottle Feeding for 
Beginners



So you want to foster bottle kittens…

Here are some things to consider:
• Time

• How long do you keep them and how 
often do you feed them?

• Location
• Where will you keep them?

• Family Pets
• What do you need to consider for your 

pets at home?
• Failure to Thrive



How to Prepare
• Carrier

• Depending on their age, kittens can be 
kept in a top open carrier, play pen or 
bathtub

• Fleece blankets
• Kitchen scale and notebook to monitor kitten 

growth
• Heating Disc or Heating Gel
• Kitten Milk Replacement

• KMR
• Breeder’s Edge

• Bottles/ Syringes
• Miracle Nipples
• Tissue or cotton pads / Litter and shallow 

litter pan
• Small plush toys
• Wet food/ dry food

OC Animal Care’s foster program is 
based off of donations. Staff will send 
supplies while it lasts to help get you 
through a few nights including but not 
limited to a carboard carrier, heating 
source, KMR, bottle, blanket, tissue, 
wet/ dry food and toys.



Kitten Assessment
• Kittens Age and Overall Health
• Log Growth

Image Source: KittenLady.org

http://www.kittenlady.org/


Weight and Feeding

Image Source: KittenLady.orgImage Source: Maddie's Fund

http://www.kittenlady.org/
https://www.maddiesfund.org/index.htm


Kitten Care

• Stimulate
• Bottle Feed
• Clean Faces and No Fleas Please!
• Monitor, Log… and Repeat!

Stimulating
• Use tissue to gently rub the kitten’s genitals
• Healthy Poop- brownish/yellow and solid
• Diarrhea is deadly- dehydrates kittens and may be 

the source of an underlying issue
• Litter training- leave a litter box out at 3 weeks old

Feeding
• Always feed kittens on their stomach
• Never feed a kitten when they are cold
• Nipple flow
• Formula consistency and temperature
• Amount
• Never use cow’s milk or dairy products

Keeping Clean
• Always wipe kittens’ faces after feeding them
• Make sure to clean kittens well after stimulating
• Young kittens cannot get flea treatment 

• Flea comb
• Quick and warm baths

• Followed by heat source



Vet Care

• OC Animal Care provides medical care
• URI (cold), deworming, vaccinations, 

ringworm, scabies, ear mites, etc
• Routine Care Timeline:

• Routine FVRCP and dewormer every 
2-3 weeks

• Spay/Neuter at 2 lbs and 2 months old


